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Dear Parents, 

Our students and staff have certainly been busy this 
month!  We are pleased with how hard your children are 
working and the progress they are making. The end of Jan-
uary signifies the half way point of the school year.  Teach-
ers are busily preparing report cards, which will be availa-
ble on the parent portal on February 6th.  Our after school 
enrichment programs are up and running.  Many thanks to our PTO members Kristin DeMartino 
and Jodi Reed for coordinating the many offerings for our students. 

We also want to recognize Mrs. Kathy Mikalsen, Kindergarten teacher, who was recently selected 
to represent Barley Sheaf School as our Governor’s Teacher of the Year and Mrs. Gina Collins, 
our school counselor, who was selected as our school’s Education Services Professional of the 
Year.  Congratulations to both of them. 

Stay warm and healthy.  Let's hope for an early Spring this year! 

Sincerely, 

Karen L. Gabruk 

Our PTO is sponsoring a drive to support the Flemington Food Pantry for the month of Febru-
ary.  Each grade is asked to bring in the following toiletry items: 

 Kindergarten - Tissues / Toothbrushes 

 1st Grade - Hand sanitizer 

 2nd Grade - Hand Soap /  Body Wash 

 3rd Grade - Hand / Body Lotion 

 4th Grade - Shampoo /  Conditioner 

Every bit helps and our students are also encouraged to drop their spare change in the jug in 
the cafeteria before they go to recess!  Thank you for supporting our efforts to help those in 
need in our community! 

From the Principal      

February 2019  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

February 

1 Spirit Day 

6 Report Cards Posted 

11 Board of Ed mtg.  7pm  JPC 

14 Safety Patrol Induction 9:30am 

15 SCHOOL CLOSED
 (Staff Development) 

18 SCHOOL CLOSED

 (Presidents Day) 

20 Winter Walk to School

 (Snow Date 2/21) 

21 Dine Out Day 

25 Board of Ed mtg.  7pm  JPC 

28 Kindergarten Registration

 (Snow Date 3/7) 

 

 

 

We hope you enjoyed the concert! 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 

Registration packets for children entering Kindergarten in the 2019-2020 school year are 

now available in the main office or online.  If you have a child entering Kindergarten next 

year and need a packet, please call the office at 284-7586 or download one at 

www.frsd.k12.nj.us  

Registration day for Kindergarten at Barley Sheaf is February 28th from 9-11:30 and 

12:30-3:00. (Snow date of March 7th.) 

Have a Heart for Hunger



Creation of class lists is an important responsibility that classroom teachers, content specialists, guidance and admin-

istrators take very seriously.  A great deal of time and effort goes into creating classes which are well  aca-

demically and socially.  Many factors are considered in making placement decisions, including desirable social com-

binations of students, undesirable social combinations of students, numbers of students requiring academic support 

or enrichment and overall number balance.   

Placement decisions are not made casually.  Because it is not as simple as placing a student with a teacher without 

considering all of the dynamics of each class and the individual and collective needs of the students, the Flemington 

Raritan School District does not honor parental requests for specific teachers.   

Parents may write a letter to the principal stating specific needs that their child has which may be considered when placing 

the student.  The letter should state facts to consider and not request a teacher.  

LETTERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MAY 1, 2019 

Parent Requests for 2019-2020 

Dear Parents, 

Last month, our school participated in 
The Great Kindness Challenge. We 
dressed to show our spirit each day and 
performed acts of kindness for others.  

During the month of February, we will 
continue to spread the love through the 
Have a Heart for Hunger drive. Through 
these programs, we show our school 
and the community just how much Bar-
ley Sheaf cares! It is with kindness, re-
spect, and compassion for others that 
our children will learn how to make their 
world a better place.  

Sincerely, 

Amy Switkes 

Since we appreciate that fresh air and activity are 

necessary for the well-being of our students, we 

have recess every day after lunch.  At times, how-

ever, the weather interferes.  We decide which 

type of recess we will have on any given day by 

taking into account the temperature, wind, precipi-

tation and conditions on the playground.  We may 

opt for one of the following:  

 Fresh Air - a brief trip outdoors  

 Blacktop Only - if the equipment or play-
ground is wet or icy 

 Indoor Recess - If it is raining or unfavora-
ble for the children to be outside.   

Whenever possible, we will have full outdoor re-
cess, so please send your child to school dressed 
appropriately for the weather.   

Recess 
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After School Enrichment 

After School Enrichment Classes 

have begun!  Thank you to Kristin 

DeMartino and Jodi Reed, our PTO 

Chairpersons for ASE, and instructors 

for making this wonderful program 

benefitting our children such an enor-

mous success. 

Among the many exciting and useful 

programs being offered this year, 

children can take Drawing, Martial 

Arts, Engineering, Crafts, Kickball 

and more!  Classes begin at dismis-

sal time and end at 4:30pm.   

The single best way to prevent seasonal flu is to get vaccinated each year, but good health habits like covering your cough and 
washing your hands often can help stop the spread of germs and prevent respiratory illnesses like the flu. There also are flu antiviral 
drugs that can be used to treat and prevent flu. 

 

 

Flu Prevention 

From the Vice Principal 

 Avoid close contact.  Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, keep your dis-

tance from others to protect them from getting sick too. 

 Stay home when you are sick.  If possible, stay home from work, school, and errands when you are 

sick. This will help prevent spreading your illness to others. 

 Cover your mouth and nose.  Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue, or your elbow when coughing 

or sneezing. It may prevent those around you from getting sick. 

 Clean your hands.  Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs. If soap and water are 

not available, use an alcohol-based hand rub. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.  Germs are often spread when a person touches something 

that is contaminated with germs and then touches his or her eyes, nose, or mouth. 

 Practice other good health habits.  Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces at home, work or 

school, especially when someone is ill. Get plenty of sleep, be physically active, manage your stress, drink 
plenty of fluids, and eat nutritious food. 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/protect/keyfacts.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/antivirals/whatyoushould.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/antivirals/whatyoushould.htm

